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tticipated by the President, and he was not the least
:rturbed by it.  At a dinner one evening he remarked
me, concerning it, that it was sometimes a good thing
give people some unimportant subject to discuss, for
helped put through more important things.
After a Cabinet meeting toward the end of November, >08, I was talking with the President regarding various lases of the administration of my Department, and I entioned one or two matters that I hoped my successor ould carry to completion. Roosevelt said to me: "Well, can tell you one thing that Taft told me; you will be iad of the Department under the next Administration, you will accept, and I want you to accept." He had dicated this once or twice before, but had never stated so definitely. I had been perfectly content to finish my Tm of office with the close of the Administration, but I It if it was the wish of both Roosevelt and Taft that continue I should be happy to remain. Taft had evidently intended retaining several of the abinet officials, but subsequently changed his mind, hich was one of the things that caused the break be-veen Roosevelt and him. Mr. Lawrence F. Abbott has nbodied in his excellent book, "Impressions of Theodore ,oosevelt," an article he contributed in January, 1912, > the Cornwall, New York, local press, covering the ^oosevelt-Taft relations. Before publication this article ras sent to Roosevelt, and by him annotated and re-irned to Mr. Abbott. The part regarding the retention E Cabinet members reads as follows:
Mr. Taft on his election no doubt wished to carry on the rork of his predecessor, and, if not publicly, often privately lid that it was his desire and intention to retain those Cabinetut a statement to the effect that he had always regarded that legend as connecting God and mammon, and therefore not as religious, but as sacrilegious. But the opinion against the omission was so strong that in subsequent coinage it was restored. The agitation had been somewhatllow Americans of Catholic faith as I hope that any future resident who happens to be a Catholic will act towards his llow Americans of Protestant faith. Had I followed any other >urse I should have felt that I was unfit to represent the Ameri-in people.
